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The NHL

The National Hockey League is a professional ice hockey 
league in North America comprising 32 teams—25 in the 
United States and 7 in Canada. It is considered to be the top 
ranked professional ice hockey league in the world, and is 
one of the four major professional sports leagues in the 
United States and Canada.

NHL Expansions

The National Hockey League (NHL) has undergone several 
rounds of expansion and other organizational changes 
during its history to reach its current thirty-two teams: 
twenty-five in the United States, and seven in Canada. The 
newest additions to the league are the Vegas Golden 
Knights in 2017 and the Seattle Kraken in 2021. The league 
has also relocated several franchises, most recently in 2011 
when the former Atlanta Thrashers became the second and 
current incarnation of the Winnipeg Jets.
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Hockey In Virginia

As it stands, there is no NHL team representing Virginia. 
The Washington Capitals, similar to the Washington Wizards 
and Nationals, act as a representative of the DMV (D.C., 
Maryland, Virginia) on a national level. 

In Virginia, there have been 24 recorded hockey teams 
including one AHL and ECHL team, the Norfolk Admirals. 

The Virginia High School League (VHSL) does not recognize 
the sport officially despite popularity in Northern Virginia 
(NoVA) due to low southern attendance. As such, teams 
playing in the south participate in the Northern Virginia 
School Hockey League (NVSHL) to be able to compete. For 
Southern VA, the main point of access to the sport is the 
South Lakes Hockey program, a non-profit that receives no 
funding from local schools that makes play possible. 

https://www.southlakessentinel.com/sports/2020/02/21/why-is-
hockey-not-a-virginia-high-school-sport/
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Where Southern VA Hockey Can Live

The capital of Virginia, Richmond is home to history, art, 
food, and college sports. Richmond prides itself on 
thousands of acres of outdoor and indoor recreation for year 
round activities, with sprawling park land by the James River 
to countless museums throughout. As well, with a population 
of 226,604 (2021), the 5th largest city in the state has been 
growing exponentially, leading to a potential audience for 
professional ice hockey. 

Richmond has its own history in the sport, with the 
Richmond RiverDogs. Started in 2003 and playing in the 
Richmond Coliseum, the team replaced the ECHL Richmond 
Renegades. The team struggled with legal battles and failing 
to qualify for the playoffs. Finally, Richmond Coliseum said 
the team had missed a chance to renew and all operations 
were taken to the Chicago Hounds and replaced again by a 
new version of the Richmond Renegades (which folded in 
2009).

https://www.wric.com/news/virginia-news/boom-towns-the-fast
est-growing-cities-in-virginia/

https://www.virginia.org/places-to-visit/regions/central-virginia/r
ichmond/?view=list&sort=qualityScore&bounds=false

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richmond_RiverDogs

https://www.wric.com/news/virginia-news/boom-towns-the-fastest-growing-cities-in-virginia/
https://www.wric.com/news/virginia-news/boom-towns-the-fastest-growing-cities-in-virginia/
https://www.virginia.org/places-to-visit/regions/central-virginia/richmond/?view=list&sort=qualityScore&bounds=false
https://www.virginia.org/places-to-visit/regions/central-virginia/richmond/?view=list&sort=qualityScore&bounds=false
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richmond_RiverDogs
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Iconic Elements of Virginia

To connect to Virginiain’s , looking at the state's most iconic 

parts is a must. Some visual design choices to look at are:

- Northern Cardinal

- American Revolution

- Tobacco

- Shenandoah's

- Mount Vernon 

- Blue Ridge Mountains

- White Tailed Deer

- Wild ponies of Assateague

- Flowering Dogwood 

- Chesapeake Bay

- James River

https://nomadsunveiled.com/what-is-virginia-known-famous-for/

https://nomadsunveiled.com/what-is-virginia-known-famous-for/
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Logo Visual Research
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